
Every tree is magical. 
Every seed multiplies this magic. 

The story of a man who sowed the seeds of hope & faith. 
The story which Inspired millions of people worldwide. 

The Man 
WHO PLANTED TREES 



For urnan c 
xccpl:lon.al q ali ie on mu 

good forum · o boc: able to ob 
ptrfor.m1U1~e ove many years. thi~ 
performance i d void of all ,c-go-fs:m if it 
guiding motive- i unpMalleled genero ity, 
if it i: absolu fy ain ha t ere- is no 
bought of recompense n d in · ddit ion , i 

h s left it vi ible m k upon the: earth, 
t n h rc: can be: no mi take . 
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g · longt ·p,o foo OVi 
unknown to o lists in the 

t do n into Prove ~, 
upoo m Ion alk 

was ba.-n:n 
u rgrew h r • 

· th t it · t po.ioti- and aftc thn:e 
d ...-u.u:u.ug, found my e ;midst of unparall -.ed 
d, • ~runped near the vt'!stig~ of .an abandoned 

had run out of wate be or and b d to 
find 2Wm . T s, hke an old asp 'g 
n $ , th t there mu t onc-.e 
h "' b ell here . There a indeed a 
pring , trut i , five or six n>0fkss hou .se~ , 

gnawed by wind and rai , the tin 
crumblin steeple , stood abou lik he h.ou and 
chape ls elsewhere, bu .aJ if: had vanis hed from · , 
I was fin June d y brilliant v.-ith sunlight, but ov~r 
th is unsheltered l~d. hl h in the- Icy, the-wind 'blew with 
unend ra.bl femci . I owled over the c~a ,ss s of he 
hou~ · c a. lion disturbc;d a t il3 m~ . I had to moVt my 
camp. 

r fiv hours walking I had still not found water- end 
there . •as nothing to give me y hope -of .finding , any. , I 
about me was the e dtyrtes.s the sa .me coarse grasses. 
1 thought I gllmp ed in the distance a small b ac upright 
silhouett,e and took it for the trunk o a solruuy tre . In 
any case I started to wards it. It was ,a sh pherd. Thirty 

eep wer l n bou 'rn on he ba ing earth . 
H gav m drink from hi t d It le later , 
took me to · ·n •. H dr,ew hi 

te • ell • fro atural w ll on 
h "cbheh.ad 

Th mAn spoke ti tlc. Thi is the wa o tho wh Uv 
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on , b o fel 
hew s ure o 
and conft.dent in 
a!j.surance. Th t 
une d in this 
b u ry. 
no·r in cabin, bu 
hous.e built of t 
borc-plaine deoceofh ·s 
own ffor s had rcclaimc:d the 
ruin . ,I . s roor w~ uong ~nd 

ound, Th wind on it tile m de e 
sound of the ea upon its hor . 
The plac;:i: was in order, tht d he sh~~ the floo 
swep hi rifl oHe ; hi !J.O"UP was boiling over the- ire. 

Then .I noticed th t hew cleanly haved, tha all hi 
button ere firmly e _ ed ,on, · bat his clothing h · been 
mended with the :meticulous. care tha make the 
mending invisible. He shar ,ed his oup th me. 
, terv.rards, wbc:n I offered m:,· tobacco pouch , he told me 

that h did not 'SIDO . Hi:s. dog, .a:1> :s.i ent a:s, himself. was 
friendly withou, being servile . 
U was understoo d from the fir t that 1 should spend the 
night there ; the nearest villa e as still more than a day 
and a ha fa.way . And besidc:s, I was pcrfc:ctl familiar with 
th na · ure o the rari vii ~.g in thahegion. 
There . ere four o five of them cat ered ell apart from 
a bother on thest: mout, ' ri slopes a:mon bite oak 

thi k · end •Of ' n roads. They 
' m th · as 

h H i 
inter an 
ing confli 

inordi 
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Th m 
o . Th sound 

. 0 

ry i I 

s ove rs pcwia 
• ·· aovrh 

n d ove:r all 
0 

nerv 11,. There wc:r pid 
homicid ... 

concc:11 
m pip 

hi job~ 
hede I did no 
of our oo hen he 

•OU 

ii acorn h~ count ting 
· sc which . ed., for 

rn more c;:}Q d thus 
pric ao 

Then~ . as pe.aoe in bein "th this man. The 
next da · I asked if r mi t rest here for 

dPy. He f'oi.md i ·quite natural - or to be 
more -e ac , h gave: me tbc: 

impression ha no ing ,could 
startle him. Th r: st -was not 
ab olu l neces ary , but I was 
lnteres ed and wished to kno 
more about him. He opened the 

pen and led h i ilo k to pa ture .. 
Bc:fo.-.e lc!:avirt he plunged hi~ .sack 

cf c.-arcfully eltttc!:d and counted 
aeonts:intoa pail of a.ter. 
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.t h earned or ck AO 
d about y rd and a. c ' 
king, I . s 

o c:Hmbe 
w r 

w thi 
invUed m 
c::limbcdl to th 

wa. 

The he b · · a he earth , 
m.aking · he 
rc:fllltd the , . pl him · 
th land be long.Cid o him. kno 
who e · wa ·? He did no. . .unity 
property, or p rhaps- belong; d to pc ho eattd 
nothing about it . He w s no · in ere ted · n nd in out 
whose land it wa . He planted bi hundred corns with 
thc- gtta tc :st care. 
After th midday-meal e d hisp antm I suppose 
] mu th v b n fairly ja n my s · , 
ao rered me. For three y had p 
in thi_s wi dem.e . He p o 
tho usand. Of the hundred thou an en 
~pro .,.ted. Of th e twenty thousand he still expected . to 
loo~ h.alf, to I"Oden~ or tQ the u npredictable designs of 
Provid noe. Sill there re-mai ·ed e thous . d oak tre 
to gr-ow where nothing had grown \ref or , 
Tha t was when l began o o.nder about the e of this 
mllll. He was obviously fl£ y. Pifty-fivc he- to ld me. His 
name was Elzcard Bouffic;r . He had oner: had f~rm in the 
lowla.nds. There he ba.d his Ii . He had los his only son , 
hen his wife. He had wj hdr wn in o thi solitude where 
·i13, pleasure was o tiv eisurety with his lambs and his 
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dog. I was h is opinion that this land . was dying for want of 
. H added that, having no very pr sfog business of 

bis own, he had ~solved to remedy this s te of.affairs . 
Sin~ at that time. in spi o my ·01,.1th, I ag leading a 
solitary ue J under tood how to deal gently with solitary 
spm s . i.r" m ve outh foroed m to con 'de r th 
future in r ta 'on to m s lf d to c rtain qu or 
ha piness . I to d im that n thirty year I his t n 
thousan oaks would b magnifi<:ent. He an.swered quite 
abnpl that if God granted him life, in th irty . c:ars he 
would hav planted so many mor trees. tha · these ten 
thous.an would bdike a.drop of • t in the ocean . 

h a now tu.dying the reprod .u tioo of beech 
and h!:'1 nurs ry of ling grov.rn from 

b chn near h oot , Th edlings , whi.c he ha 
pro ted from his, wi re ii nc I r 
b utlful. H also considenn bu , for the 

certain amount of rno 
th rfi ce o · h soil. 

Then w parted. 

Th ollowin ear came th w of 19 M, ·n w i h I was 
involve o thi:-next five years . An infantryman hardly 
ha.d the tun o r e ·ngupon tree.!l , To ell the truth. the 
thln it elf had mad no impTe~sion upon . me-. I had 
conside.rcd it hob b 1ik s mp co De tion and 
orgo~n about ·t. 

The ar over. I found n1 sett po sessed of tiny 
demobilisation bonus. and a h u e de ·re o bre the fresh 
air f, , bile. I was with no objectiv th t [ again 
took th rood to the b~rre_n lan ds . 
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The countryside h d no t changed, However., be_ :ond th e 
desetted village I glimp ed a sort of grayish mist that 
ooven:d the mountaintops . li e a carpet [n the di.stance::. 
Since the day bdQrc-, I had begun to ·think, again o the 
shepherd tre -plant r. 'Ten thousand oaks ', I r fleeted, 
'reall • take up qu ite a bit of spac , · 

d e n too m ny men die during thos five: 
years not ~o imagine ea.sily tha t l:r.ea:rd _1.-~~r":':~ ~ 
Bourne was dead, espe(:ially at tw nty, . · , • • :• "'" 
one regards men of fifty as old men •ith ~"" \ '- ~, -, ,., ' · 
nothing left to do but dle. He was not ( (1.t•• 'e • 
dead. As. a matt~ of fact, he wa$ 1 

::tremely pry . He h d chang d jobs, 
o he had only fou sh p , but inst d 

.a. h I'ldred b b1ve , H h d ot rid f th. 
eh«p be ause they threatened !h' ou 
trees. for, he told. me 1· nd I sa.w or rny,seU), 
th war h d distu .rb d him no aH, He h d 
.imperturbably oonti ue d to plant . 
The oaks of l 10 were th en U:n ye old and talii=r 
tha_n i:it - ·1 • pre · 
'literally s- did n 
w ol , h 01J 

sections, it measu kilomete rs in length and 
th e kUomete at its ,greate t kith. Whcrt. you 
rtrnt:rn bcn::d that aJ this. h d prung from thrc;, handij and 
the soul of this on man, without t . re ourc s. you 
under tand tha m n could -~ a alas 0-od in other 
realms th th t of destruction. 
He had pur.s.ued h is plan. Beech tn:: s- 'ii high as my 
-shouldeT, s-p~edin out a~ far as · he e oould ch 
iconfumed i ·, H ijhowed m · h ndsome clumps o( birch 
plan cl fiv y ars before, in 19 15, wh n I ru d been 
fighting i Verdun. H d set them out in all the vall :s 
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here he had ed - and ri h y - that 
theTc was moisture almost at h s.urfi e 

o th ground. Th~ v. r d li te 
young girl and ,.~ ry w U es bli hedl. 
Cre o-rt eemed to c:cirne bout in a 

Tt of <;hain reaction . He did not worry 
· ; inedly pursuing 

t · li ·ty . Bu t as w 
t ill , e1 [ ate 

· ' · , h b n dry s.1n e 
th -
h 

The "nd d s eds.. At. he a.ter rt: ppeattd, 
so there reappeared willows, ru:shc: , meadow&, arden , 
flow nJ.; and a nain purpo~ ·in b in Jiv . Bu h 
tr onn · on p a gr u ly i b cam 
part o p t m wi bout cau ing any a to ·shment, 
Hunte s , climb· ng into the wilderness in pur uit of hares 
o Lid boar, bad of cou e noticed the ud den gro rth of 
· ttre t:rtt , bu had a . trlbutc: d t ·to some natural caprice cf 
h ~ - '~ . is wh no on m0ddled. with E~e rd 

Bouffi work. If he had b de d h would V' . 
h d op_po~ition, He was undetectable . Who in the villages 
o in th dministratioo could !have dreamed or such 
per 

rom l 920, I vi • ed lzcs:n;I '.B1;1\lffii:-i-~c:ry yc:~r. I neve:r 
aw irn arudous OT deprc:.sl!;J.Cd. But . on can iinagiPe how 

many ob cl e. he ha,d o overwme; how har d he had to 

1 / The an ho Planted Trtta 



fight gain st ble · ' bdo . g c-onfidco e that 
nl}' pers r ev su s . 0 c year 

h planted apk eplirtgs. All 
d! d. · e · e plan~r:-d bee h 

aplin . d e . 
To · i of e 
c.b t h wo.-kc:d in total 

out d , :ie d o hi. Ii e, he o 
th hab1 r t w th.at h w non d 
fori 

In 9 3, b {oa t r who 
no "fied · ghting u-es. 
for fear of e of · t.u:ral fo 
was the first ti . im naivel 

i;,c: a pot 
In o-avoid 
en -

he planned to t he planta tion . 
The ne1et •ear he did o. 
In ll935 deleg · ·on cam from t e Oovemrn n o 
examine the 'naturalforesf . Th re sarugb official from 
the or-est Sel"ll'k , a.de u and technicians. There 
gre111 d al Qf indtcc;:tuaJ alk. It was decided that 

ome :bing mus be one . . om .ma ely, ;nothi ng v.raii don 
except th only h lpful thing; e w ol . ores wai pla d 
unde th protection of he State and char~ bum.iog 
prohibited . Fo it as impo ible not to be captivated by 
the ~auty of those young trees in the fullness. of heal th ; 
and they east their pell o the deputy' himse lf. 
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s among h fore try o!fi r of th 
ain d h m t :ry t him _ One day the 

followin nt to ether to f1!: lzcaTd Boufficr-
c foun • omc: ·t , t.e rom tb 

p twb i taken 
.yfrl n · · . a.-c 
' tt 

ha t- d 

[n the dire on from which we had come: th :!jlop w 
covered wi n o tw n JV .eet tall tr , I 
r, m mbered how th land h d looked in l 13: de e , 

ful, re oil, th orou m.ou 
and above ell, scr ,cruty of .spirit had . i:ndowc;d. this- old ma-n 
with aw -in~piring health. He was one orOod .'s a hlete . l 
wo dered bow many mor • acr s he was going to cover 
withtt 
Before eavin my fri(:nd .simply made a brii;f 51,1ggc;:,.tio11 

abo c rtain sp 'es of rec that the oil h re se m d 
particular ui e or. H did not or th poin . "For 

son ; h told m 'later, "tbat Bouffier knows 
more about it than [do ." At the end of . 

hour's walking • having turned it 
M ~~ - over his mind • he .added, •He 

kiiow:s a lot mott: .about it th.an 
anybody. He 's dis.co1,.•c:r(:d a 

1 wonderful way ob hap~ r 
It was thanks to this. officer 
that not only the fore t, but 
also the happine s ofthemnn 

was protec::ted_ He dele :ated. 
thr~ · range:r.s to the task; aind go 

t~rrnri:sed them that they 



Tb · r o the work o · · 
war · 

rail 
aJly un 
nnot · 

uiJ1 W'atOf 

I .saw lzesrd Bouffier for the last time in June of 1 · S. He 
wa: then ighty-~v n. had :siarted ba ong he route 
through th was land , In p i of be disor<ie in which 
th war had 1 n he countey , ther as bu running 
be en the Durance Valley d th molll'l. ain b no . I 
no lo~r re,cognized he n of my earlie-r ,ourneys but 
I attributed it to this relative! • speed transportation. t 
~med to m , tha · the route ook m through n 

terri" o:ry. r too th mune o a villag o convince me th t I 
w ctually in he r gion which had been ruins and 
desol.a tion . 
'Th~ bus put me do ,n at er ons. In i 13 thi-!i ha.mle o • 
en or hvdve houses had thr« inhab'tants. Th y had! 

b~n :savag creatures, ating one another, living by 
rapping gam , li r~o~ d both pb ically and 

morally, from the conditions of prehi to · c man . All a.bou 
hem nettl were feeding upon th remains of a:banda n cd 

houses . Th cxmdition h d been beyond hapc. or 
them, nothing but o a: .., ·t de-.atb - a: situation whicb 
r ely pred.ispo e o virtue. 
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NQW ev, rything w ch.an d , even t:h .a.ir. Jnstead of th · 
har dry Wind th t u cd to atta m , gent l breeze 
w .s blowing, lad n with h,-. ound like w ,t r ca.me 
from the mountains: it w~s lhe wind io the fore L 
amazin of all I heard h. actual ound of water 1li g 
i to a pool. , :w t foun · , n had b en buil , t t it 
llow d r,eely and ... wb t touched me most - that omeone 

ad planted . linden beside it, a linden that must have 
b four ye old, already 'n full leaf, the incontestable 
symbol of resurrection. 
Be!3-ide , Ve.rgons bore evidence of labour of the sort of 
1.mde aki.ng fo which hope: i~ n:quiredl . Hope then, bad 
r turned . Ruin had been cleared aw ~, d il p1dated walls 
torn down and five hous s restored. Now there w-en 
tvveoty...eight ·inhab ·tants, four of them yo un g, married 
couple.a . The new houses, ftt:!.hly plastered, were 
surrounded by gardens lil.ere vegeta'bl s and fio . ers. 
grew in orderly confusion, ca bba ge1:J. and roses, leeks and 
snapdragons 1 celery and anemones . It was now a. villag-i: 
where one would have liked to live. 
From t:hr:re l V.-"Cl"I: on foot . The just finililhed war had not 
yet ,eJlQ',li,,ed the full blooming of life , but L.azarus was out 
o · th om b. On the lower s op !J of th moun tain. I a.w 
little fields of bartey and . of rye·; deep in the narrow valleys, 
the meadows were turnin_g green. 
rt has ta~n only ·ght years for the whole oountrysi.de to 
glow with health and prosperity. On the site of ruins 1 had 
seen: in 19 13,, now stand neat hou1ies, cleanly pl stered, 
t stifying to a .happy and comfortabJe life, The old 
streams, fed by tbc rains d snows that the forc~t 
co:n erves.1 re flawing Qain . Their w ter b ve been 
channe ed. On eac;;h t rm, in grov of m ple:s., follln . in 
pool ov~rilow on to the carp t . ,of rr-e h inint . Little 'by 
.I ttJe, the Vlllag !i 'h rv been r built , Pe-opk from. he 
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plain , he , have cttl · · · 
youth, mo ott1 h adv ntun: . 
y mee heart · y 
uod _ d la"'1 r e for.' the 
p'ca Coua ' oo, · bl 
now t they live· in comfort, more and 
peo_pleow tb rhAp Elzear B0~ffier. 
Whe Te ~t tha oo man, armed only 
phy ical and mo~ re ou.rce , w h le to c 
of C aan to pring from th a eland, am oonvioc 
that in pi e of everything, humanity · admirab . But 
wheo 1 compute the unfs.ilin to of pirit d th 
tenacity o , ~n v,ol nee mu t b ve taken o ch 
h is resuJ , , am tak n with an immen e re pect for tha 

old and unlearned p t ho s ble o compk 
work worthy of God . 
Elu:anl Bouffi.er died peacefully in 1947 
Banon , 
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Gean rnon.o o. born in 1895 
in France . His father w an 
elderty cobbler ~nd. w~.~ 
~rerne:ly poor. 
Giono ld't the s.chool at th 
age of sixteen to becatn 
bank clerk as the sole upport 
of his farruly . tn the srun 
y. ar • · oould p rch se bi 
fir& book ch 
poem. • It b am 
poin. of hi lif'e. 
Jn 1 24, he publia~d hm first 
two novels whkh becEl!llle 
instant uc s.s due to 

• sponsorship of And Gide . 
He , co idered 

uthor by t lwarts ·k H m y 
~yre d. Andr Malraux . 
'The MELn who .Planted Trc ' 
wr , · flr:st publish d ln 
American mag,azin · Vogu 
1954 • an who p ted 
hope d grew happ ·n 
Within ars it wa-, t rans la c;1 
in many la11guag?:s. and has 
inspired reforestation c.fforts 
worldwide-. 
Gion.o late wrote that hi 
purpose. in creating Bouffi r 
W"a$ 'to ma.ke peopl lov. h 
1;.r<:ea' or more preci . ly 'to 
make t~m li:wc ·planting 
tz;e~s•. 

He has written thin en novel , 
ea8ayli'I ~d. num rou:s ~hort 
stories. 

26 I The M n v,.-llo-PJ-.nkd Tre<:-:,; 


